
Ecosystem Accounting in Decision-Making
at Multiple Governmental and Geographical Levels 

01 Settlements and other artificial areas 

02 Cropland

03 Grassland

04 Forest and woodlands

05 Heathlands and shrub

06 Sparsely vegetated ecosystems 

07 Inland wetlands

08 Rivers and canals 

09 Lakes and reservoirs 

10 Marine inlets and transnational waters

11 Coastal beaches, dunes and wetlands

12 Marine ecosystems  

Ecosystem Extent Map
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Extent accounts
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Data coordinator and validator

Data Governance and Streams at the National Level 

Nature Points Method 

• Method developed by Renewables 
Norway to measure nature loss and 
gains at the project level.

• Based on international tools 
(Biodiversity Metric, UK) and 
adapted to Norwegian practice.

• Built on the mitigation hierarchy 
• Unit measurement: Nature Points.
• Currently under testing and 

revision.
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Municipal Ecosystem Accounting

Data providers

Statistics Norway and the Norwegian Environment Agency collaborate in developing the 
national ecosystem accounts.  
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• Municipalities are recommended to develop land use 
budgets, by quantifying current land uses and 
measuring the planned land use for the coming years. 

• At the same time, they are encouraged to develop 
ecosystem accounts, by measuring the extent of each 
ecosystem type within the municipality, their condition 
and the provision of ES. Ideally, this would be done 
over several years, allowing to measure changes in 
ecosystem extent, condition, and service provision. 

The Ministry of Local 
Government and Regional 
Development advices 
municipalities to prepare 
land use budgets and 
accounts for improved 
spatial planning.

Land use budgeting

The Norwegian 
Environment Agency (on 
behalf of the Ministry of 
Climate and Environment) 
shall advise and assist 
municipalities in their 
development of municipal 
ecosystem accounts.

Ecosystem accounts

Municipalities

The Ecosystem Extent Map is the foundation for 
ecosystem accounts. The national territory of 
Norway is the designated ecosystem accounting 
area. 

The Ecosystem Extent Map is developed by The 
Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research, 
Statistics Norway, the Norwegian Mapping 
Authority, and the Norwegian Environment Agency. 
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Policy-Relevant Ecosystem Accounts

This illustration ‣ 
shows how the 
Nature Points 
Method can be 
used to compare 
project 
alternatives 
based on their 
impact on nature. 

Through making 
nature impacts 
measurable and 
comparable 
across project 
designs, the 
method allows 
developers to 
choose the 
alternative with 
the lowest net 
loss (or potential 
gain).

Project-Based Ecosystem Accounting

Mitigation hierarchy
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